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and less than six thousand years ago! The opposition to new
scientific truth has not all come from the Church, however.
The orthodox in science have been just as hostile to progress
as the orthodox in religion. Columbus was laughed to scoiit
by the so-called scientists of his day, who proved to their own
satisfaction that if ships did succeed in getting down to the
Antipodes over the side of the globe, it would be absolutely
impossible for them to get up again! Galvani, the pioneer of
electrical science, was scoffed at by his learned colleagues, and
called the "frogs' dancing master." Harvey, who discovered
the circulation of the blood, was ridiculed and persecuted by
his professional brethren on account of his heresy and driven
from his lecture chair. When Stephenson invented his locomo-
tive engine, European mathematicians of the time, instead of
opening their eyes and studying the facts, continued for years
to prove to their own satisfaction that an engine on smooth
rails could never pull a load, as the wheels would simply slip
round and the train make no progress. To examples like these
one might add indefinitely, both from ancient and modem
history, and even from our own times. Dr. Zamenhof, the in-
ventor of Esperanto, had to battle for his wonderful interna-
tional language against the same sort of ridicule, contempt,
and stupid opposition which greeted Columbus, Galvani, and
Stephenson. Even Esperanto, which was given to the world so
recently as 1887, has had its martyrs.
The Dawn of Reconciliation
In the last half century or so, however, a change has come
over the spirit of the times, a new Light of Truth has arisen
which has already made the controversies of last century seem
strangely out of date. Where are now the boastful materialists
and dogmatic atheists who, only a few short years ago, were
threatening to drive religion out of the world? And where are
the preachers who so confidently consigned those who did not
accept their dogmas to the fires of hell and the tortures of the
damned? Echoes of their clamor we may still hear, but their
day is fast declining and their doctrines are being discredited.